Dallas Police Regain Morale Ui 


By Godfrey Anderson 


A DALLAS (AP) " The 
■^allas Police Department, 
r> Jbitterly criticized through- 
-^ut the nation and abroad 
for its followup to President 
Kennedy's assassination 
Tv^here, faces the seventh an- 
I niversary of that event with 
5^ morale restored under a 
^new, dynamic chief. 

"We took it on the chin. 
^VjWe reeled under the blow of 
~) 1963 too long," says Police 
'^^Chief Frank Dyson, 4.3, who 
\fias headed the department 
/ since Jan. 1. "We could have 
"'^^w^overcome all this in a more 
\ positive, quicker, way. And 
we would have been that 

4 much better off. 
"Mind you, Pm not criti- 
cizing Chief (Jesse) Curry 
(then pohce chief of Dallas). 
•^^He was torn apart under the 
■—'tremendous pressures he 
was undergoing. He was only 
^trying to do what he thought 
*-Oshould be done. 
^ "But now this is no longer 
the same police department 
,It has a total new outlook. 
(~]V^ We're not going to settle for 
"xj anything less than being the 
>^ best police department 
the country. It's as simple as 

)^'^^^-%- r^ti^ 

Searched DepilsiTory 

X When President Kennedy 
C-^- was felled by bullets on a 
'^^J street in downtown Dallas on 
Nov. 22, 1963, Dyson was 
^ manning a headquarters 
desk as lieutenant of the 
vice squad. But it fell to him 
to lead the detail which 
searched the Texas Book De- 
pository, the assassiif s hide- 
\ out, for possible clues; tj^-^,?. J*? 
\j When Lee Harvey Oswald j^^ 
r-O was arrested some hours 
N later after shooting a patrol 
/ "~^an in another part of the 
^ — T^ity, Dallas police rode high 
for a time. They had got 
their man and got him 
^ ^ quickly. But they lost their 
I ^ reputation for alL-rlness Iwn 
tV» days later when Oswald was 
shot dead by night club 
V owner Jack Ruby in the 
basement of City Hall itself. 
O Curry retired in 1965. 

Police Chief Charles 
^ Batchelor, who followed 
V him, made few changes but 
he advanced young Dyson 
r--' through the ranks to No. 2 
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owner Jack Ruby in the 
basement of City Hall itself. 
Curry retired in 1965. 
Police Chief Charles 
Batchelor, who followed 
him, made few changes but 
he advanced young Dyson 
through the ranks to No. 2 
position. Batchelor died of a 
heart attack on Jhe last day 
of 1969. ^fuh^JU<m\ 
In nearly 11 months on ; 
the job, Dyson, who joined \ 
the force 20 years ago, has ' 
shaken the department from 
top to bottom. But he wnfftt IT 
agree he has changed iraS 
^ image. , 

V) "It's a mistake to call what' N 
f^Y^I'™ doing an image booster," > 
VJL_>Dyson says. "The wor*^ > '.M,/-^ 

image has the connotation n^-sar-^' i- -"- U-i/ 
creating a false front and,\*"^ - ' 

that's exactly the opposite of'™ 
my intentions." /^G^ 

First With Degree 

As the only Dallas police' 
chief ever to hold a college* 
^degree— a bachelor of sci> 
cnce in poUce science froi., 
Sam Houston State Univer- 
sity thi.s spring — Dyson i 
I what his men call "nuts 
I education." ^ 
I Right now 800 of his 1,62 
I men are registered for th 
-^fall semester at institution 
of higher learning, with tlf 
city picking up the tab fo 
their tuition. Thirtv-.six o 
his men hold BA degrees, 
four have masters' degrees^ 
two hold law degrees, and 15' 
have associate of arls de-, 
grees in police sciencol^fa^^; 

Average age o£ men in thS j : 
top command posts is dowa* 
from 54 to 4;i. 

"We're getting away from 
the idea of a brawny police 
man with no brain's," says 
Dyson, who himself is 
feet ,3 and lean. 

"More and more the offi- 
cer's job is to understand 
the problems of his commu 
nity. Police officers, in order 
to gain and maintain respect 
for their judgment and au- 
thority, should have a formal 
--education that is at least as 
5 «ood as— and preferably bet 
"ler— than the people they 
ierve," he says. 
The department starts its 
^recruits, who must at least 
^be high school graduates, at 

* $620_amonth.iThose with fin 
llours of college credit start 

• at $700. By 1980, says Dvson, 
^^all new recruits must have 

college degrees. &c -Ha 

h The force today ikSfdes^ 
^ 43 Negroes, 13 Mexican- 
^ Americans — one. Patrolman 
V Anselmo M. Arredondo, was 
named among 10 national fi- 
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